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Science, in Candidacy for the Degree of Doctor of Philosophy (Department or History) When the Roman people began to degenerate, the Germanic
race emerged from obscurity, and supplied the vitality and vigor essential for the development of a new civilization. To this uncultured, youthful,
and impulsive race was intrusted the task of destroying the decaying fabric of imperial Rome, and of reconstructing society on a new basis. From
that time the Germanic people have played a predominant part in the history of the world. An inquiry into the characteristics, the special qualities,
which have enabled them to exert a determining in?uence upon the destiny of mankind is therefore not one of mere curiosity or passing interest,
but a prerequisite without which the history of modern civilization is a sealed book. Among the distinguishing traits of the ancient Germans which
may be regarded as the basis of the great achievements of the race are their simple mode of life, untainted by the vices of a higher culture; their
love of individual liberty and equality, expressed in their democratic institutions, and the all-controlling assembly of the freemen in arms; their love
of war, fixed and inspired by their religious ideals; their purity and sanctity Of family-life, so striking in contrast with the immorality of Roman
society. These traits, acquired during the pre historic period, constituted the endowment which was the earnest of a healthy and progressive
development of the race. While all these characteristics were determining elements in the life of the people, the one relating to the home and...
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