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**x*x* Excerpt from The Economic Position of Women Of all the problems that have come in the train of the industrial revolution none are more
perplexing than those that concern women. It is a wearisome commonplace that the factory has taken over much of the industrial work of the
home, and that women have followed their work into the factory; but the fundamental change thus introduced into their life has not always been
clearly seen. Formerly home and industry were synonymous terms for them; training for industry was training in household management. To-day
industrial work is sharply separated from the management of the home, and there has come into the occupation of women a dualism that finds no
parallel in the life of men. Most of the difficulties of women in industry relate themselves in some way to this fact. An unregulated competitive system
is good only for the strong. Women, by virtue of their double relation as industrial producers and as homemakers and mothers, are industrially
weak. Most women are fundamentally interested in the home rather than the factory, and industrial occupation is only an interlude in their real
business. Working women so-called are mostly mere girls under twenty-five who go to work with no thought of industry as a permanent career.
Uninterested, untrained, unskilled, they are on a low level of efficiency, and they have little motive for climbing to a higher level. In industry a few
years, then out of it into the home, they lack the discipline and solidity that come with a permanent life task. Small wonder that they crowd the
unskilled labor market, and that their work commands a mere pittance. About...
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