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focusing on enhancing disease resistance in Theobroma cacao via two approaches: The first approach targeted improved understanding of the
pathogenicity mechanisms of Moniliophthora perniciosa, the causal agent of witches broom disease because of its economical impact in South
America and the potential threat to una@ected areas in other continents. This approach involved identifying tomato varieties that di@erentially
interact with M. perniciosa to study mechanisms of pathogenesis and resistance toward the goal of making tomato as a surrogate model for cacao
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