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***x* Excerpt from The Interior Department s Failure to Correct Serious Problems in the Management of the Indian Trust Funds: Hearing Before the
Environment, Energy, and Natural Resources Subcommittee of the Committee on Government Operations, House of Representatives, One Hundred
Third Congress, Second Session; September 26, 1994 The subcommittee met, pursuant to notice, at 11 a.m., in room 2247, Rayburn House Office
Building, Hon. Mike Synar (chairman of the subcommittee) presiding. Present: Representatives Synar and Clinger. Staff present: Sandra Z. Harris,
staff director; Elisabeth Campbell, clerk; and Charli Coon, minority professional staff member. Mr. Synar. The subcommittee will come to order. The

subcommittee meets today for the fifth time since 1989 to review the Interior Department s management of $2.1 billion held in trust accounts for
native American tribes and individuals. More specifically, we are going to explore in detail what steps the Department has, or has not, taken to
correct the serious management and accounting problems that have plagued this program for decades. We are going to discuss the Department s
unwillingness to include tribal and other account-holder representatives in their planning and deliberations on trust fund activities, despite repeated
congressional directives to do so. We are going to discuss the Secretary s failure to meet his basic fiduciary obligations to the tribal and individual
Indian account holders. Over the years, the GAO, the inspector general, and outside accounting firms have issued scores of critical audit reports on
the deficiencies in this program. We will be releasing yet another GAO audit report today. These problems, and the Department s refusal to correct
them, were the subject of a scathing report unanimously adopted by the full House Government...
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