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***x* Excerpt from The Chemical Investigation of Gastric and Intestinal Diseases: By the Aid of Test Meals Modern Medicine has advanced along
scientific lines, so that to-day the clinician is compelled to call Science to his aid in the investigation of disease. Just as the surgeon requires X-rays to
elucidate certain problems, and bacteriological methods of investigation are imperative in the diagnosis of some diseases, so the physician, in
treating diseases of the stomach and bowels, requires the aid of chemical analyses for making an accurate diagnosis. More especially is this the case
in functional diseases in which there may be no physical signs, and in which the symptoms may be very misleading. The methods of investigating
diseases of the stomach and bowels are very numerous, and it is impossible in a book like the present to enter at all fully into the subject. We will,
therefore, confine our attention for the most part to chemical methods which we have ourselves employed for some twelve years with more or less
useful results. The results summed up in this work must not be regarded as conclusive, but merely as a preliminary to more careful chemical
investigation of stomach and bowel diseases. We shall only cursorily mention microscopic appearances as these have not been especially
investigated: and bacteriology we shall leave entirely alone, not because we under-rate its importance, but because its importance is so great that it
ought only to be described by bacteriologists themselves. It was originally intended to discuss more or less completely the views held by other
observers, but as the work progressed, one found the results to be so numerous and so conflicting, that to...
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