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commentator on Aristotle. For Aristotle is so rich a treasure-house of philosophic conceptions, that much material is found in him which is ready for
further working upon, which may be put forward more abstractly, and in which individual propositions may be brought into prominence. However
Aristotle s manner of procedure, which is to take an empirical starting point of ratiocination Raisonnement, and to comprehend this in the focus of
the speculative Notion, is characteristic of his mind, without being one which, on its own account, can be freely elevated into a method and a
principle. Thus of Theophrastus as of many others (Dicaearchus of Messina, for instance), amongst whom Strato of Lampsacus, the successor of
Theophrastus, is best known, there is not much to tell. As regards Dicaearchus, Cicero says (Tusc. Qusest. I. 31, 10) that he controverted the
immortality of the soul, for he asserted that the soul is no more than an empty name, and the whole of the capacities and powers with which we act
and feel are equally extended over all living bodies, and inseparable from the bodyj; for it is nothing but the body so constituted as to live and feel
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