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C OMPARISONS OF BEEF BUFFALO AND BEEF C AT T LE PRODUC T ION SYST EMS IN      
NORT HEAST ERN T HAILAND  

Cuvillier Verlag Jul 2010, 2010. Taschenbuch. Condition: Neu. Neuware - The goal of this study was to compare production systems and potential for
further developmentof beef bu?alo and beef cattle farms in northeastern Thailand aiming at an improvement ofproduction and as a consequence
of farmers' livelihoods. The specific objectives were:1. to better understand and re-examine characteristics of the livestock farms and reasons
forkeeping livestock,2. to assess socio-economic and livelihood benefits of the livestock for the farmers,3. to investigate the livestock husbandry
including farm management, feeding and breedingpractices,4. to explore farmers' perceptions of favourable traits of bu?aloes and cattle and
reasons forthe decline of the bu?alo population,5. to investigate social and environmental impacts as well as problems and needs of thelivestock
farming according to the farmers' point of view.The following hypotheses were tested to achieve the objectives of the study:1. Characteristics of
livestock farming and reasons for keeping livestock di?er between beefbu?alo and beef cattle farms and between herd sizes.2. Di?erences between
beef bu?alo and beef cattle farms and between herd sizes have ane?ect on socio-economics and livelihoods of the farmers.3. There are di?erences
in farm management, feeding management and breeding practicesbetween beef bu?alo and beef cattle farms and between herd sizes.4. Beef
bu?alo farms have a lower level of farm inputs and a higher potential for improvingthe production.5. Community and environmental conflicts are
caused by livestock farming depending onanimal species and herd size.This study was conducted in the province of the Nakhon Ratchasima,
located in the lower part ofnortheastern Thailand (as shown in Figure 3.1, in Chapter 3). The multi-state sampling methodwas used to choose the
farms based on the livestock production census in 2006 obtained from theNakhonratchasima Provincial Livestock O?ice, Department of Livestock
Development. Based onthis data, 121 beef buffalo and beef cattle farms, respectively, were selected randomly. BetweenOctober...
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