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likeness in our Tudor sovereigns, and in a certain sense there is, from the accession of Henry VI to the death of Elizabeth, a line of policy deliberately
pursued in England by five successive rulers: but it is not a term applicable to Europe, or even to Western, or north-western Europe. Shall we try to
find a term of wider range? Shall we speak of this Tudor century as the Renaissance? That French word, to which you will in due time be formally
introduced by one of your teachers, denotes the new birth or revival of literature and art. No doubt this description of the era, of the cinque cento as
the Italians call it, is more available for the traveller in France and Italy, where the eye encounters in every town some building or some picture
dating from 15 and generally associ ated or capable of being associated with some literature of our selected century s creation or revival, whilst this
literature in its turn proves on inspection to be linked with some intellectual force acting combatively in some struggle, religious or political, or both:
so that in speaking of the Renaissance one would not be merely skimming the surface of human affairs and noticing only what belongs to the taste,
but really dipping into the serious life of our awakening Western nations. But it so happens that those who harp upon the word Renaissance are for
the most part men who habitually contrast it with what they call the Ages of...
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