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Speeches of Hon. S. S. Cox: At the Academy of Music, Brooklyn, July 23, 1868 He insisted that the Southern citizens were anxious to return to self-
government in the Union as soon as possible. Was this mere whitewash, or fact? Did General Grant tell the truth, or did he lie? I think he told the
truth. (Cheers.) Who has robbed us of the fruits of victories bought with such a price? Was there reconciliation needed from the judicial or executive
departments toward the South? No. Justice was satisfied. No scaffolds were required. Even good Mr. Greeley went bail for the rebel chief. (Laughter.)
The Executive gave amnesty. Only the hyena and other beasts (Cries of Butler. ) prowled among charred ruins and grass-covered graves ravening
for prey and reprisal. (Cheers.) The reconciliation was cordial between the people. The Executive was earnest in his eIorts. He had no power, even
by his vetoes, to stop the legislation of Congress, if it were sincere in conciliation. All that was wanted was, what Mr. Lincoln said ought to have been
compelled by an amendment to the Constitution: Representatives from the South on the floor of Congress. The alienation would thus have been
spanned with the Roman bridge of gold; and the Constitution would have furnished the arches for its construction. (Cheers.) The Executive had a
plan which harmonized with the Constitution. The Supreme Court, as we now know, would have approved. But Congress, by means of secret
caucuses and reconstruction committees, impeded all the eIorts of Governors, people, Legislatures, assisted by the departments at Washington,
who were ready to bind anew their practical relations, by means of members elect to Congress, and...
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