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. usual occupation is omitted, and this continual and regular exercise must contribute to the welfare of the mother, both in the progress of
parturition and in the moment of delivery. The women have a singular custom of cutting oE a small piece of the navel string of the new-born
children, and hang it about their necks: they are also curious in the covering they make for it, which they decorate with porcupines quills and beads.
Though the women are as much in the power of the men, as other articles of their property, they are always consulted, and possess a very
considerable influence in the traEic with Europeans, and other important concerns. Plurality of wives is common among them, and the ceremony
of marriage is of a very simple nature. The girls are betrothed at a very early period to those whom the parents think the best able to support them:
nor is the inclination of the women considered. Whenever a separation takes place, which sometimes happens, it depends entirely on the will and
pleasure of the husband. In common with the other Indians of this clxxx country, they have a custom respecting the periodical state of a woman,
which is rigorously observed: at that time she must seclude herself from society. They are not even allowed in that situation to keep the same path
as the men, when travelling: and it is considered a great breach of decency for a woman so circumstanced to touch any utensils of manly
occupation. Such a circumstance is supposed to defile them, so that their subsequent use would be followed by certain mischief or misfortune.
There are particular skins which...
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