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a close, and that | can hope to say nothing likely to compensate the country for the time | shall necessarily occupy. This consideration would
certainly induce me to decline saying any thing on the present, occasion, were | not satisfied, that the session is to end, as it began, in speech-
making. Be this as it may, sir, | have now undergone what all will admit to be a reasonable noviciate in silence, and intend as brief a discussion of
the Florida war question as | may find convenient. That this war is beginning to excite a deep, and a thrilling interest in the community, is not a
matter of surprise; it has desolated our frontiers with a most unsparing hand for years; and although it in no degree threatens the general safety of
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