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Twenty days out from San Francisco in the vast, heaving desert of the sea, twenty days of storm, sunshine and calm, the Sea Gypsy, the great white
yacht of Jacob Jukes, head of the big Atlantic and Pacific Shipping Combine, was making her way lazily through the dreamy South Seas. The vessel
was capable of great speed, being known as one of the fastest craft of her kind. But she was bound on a mission which might take a long time to
consummate, and economy of coal, which was piled even on her decks, to re-enforce the supply in the bunkers, was necessary. What this mission
was remained, so far, a mystery to every one on board except Mr. Jukes himself, the iron-jawed and impenetrable organizer of the expedition. Up to
this time he had shown no inclination to unburden himself of his secret, and although the craft was equipped with powerful wireless of the most
modern type, the yacht had received no messages, nor had she sent any, under orders from Mr. Jukes.
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