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that the Gospel of Mark was not composed by a single man from scattered accounts but in a process of people s telling Jesus story over several
decades? And what can we say about the tellers who were shaping this story for changing audiences? After an introduction showing the
groundwork already laid in oral tradition research, the case begins by tracing the Mark we know back to several quite different early manuscripts
which continue the flexibility of their oral ancestors. The focus then turns to three aspects of Mark, its language, which is characterized as speech
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time. Finally several soundings are taken in Mark to test the thesis of performance composition, two scenarios are projected of possible early tellers
of this tradition, and a conclusion summarizes major findings in the case. Mark s writer turns out to be the one who transcribes the tradition,
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Scripture. She ingeniously organizes her discussion around the objections often raised by those embedded in print-culture who can t imagine that
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