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Wiley. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Paperback. 340 pages. Dimensions: 9.1in. x 6.1in. x 1.1in.The Most Beautiful MoleculeThe molecule,
buckminsterfullerene, is beautiful physically and intellectually. Its qualities, and even some of its properties, can be appreciated instantly and
intuitively by nonscientists. Its uniqueness is bound to lead to novel applications-superconductivity is the leading contender at the moment. The
commercial potential of buckminsterfullerene has heightened the excitement and controversy in recent years, while the exact nature of the
discovery process in 1985 has been the subject of a heated feud between the British and American scientists involved. -Hugh Aldersey-WilliamsTen
years ago, the discovery of buckminsterfullerene, a previously unknown form of carbon, stunned the scientific community, as much for the
discovery itself as for the manner in which it came about. In the words of author Hugh Aldersey-Williams, it was an example of classic bootleg
science. The work was done on the back of other, funded projects, and when time would allow. Yet its commercial implications are probably
immense. Now, with objectivity and insight, The Most Beautiful Molecule recounts the events leading up to this momentous discovery and chronicles
the ongoing, oIen frenzied aIermath. Hugh Aldersey-Williams leads us on a thrilling expedition to the very forefront of modern chemistry research.
Houston, Texas, 1985. Two industrious chemists discover a previously unknown form of carbon and christen it buckminsterfullerene, for its striking
resemblance to American architect Richard Buckminster Fullers geodesic domes. This unusual molecule-also known as the buckyball-is composed
of 60 carbon atoms arranged in a hollow sphere, with hexagonal and pentagonal configurations similar to those found on a soccer ball. Its near-
perfect symmetry is just one reason why scientists have since dubbed it the most beautiful molecule. The discovery of buckminsterfullerene-by
American physicist and chemist Richard Smalley and British physical chemist Harry Kroto-rocked the...
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