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**xxx Excerpt from Ringwood the Rover: A Tale of Florida The eyes of all that little group were intently fixed upon the sea, from which it would
appear the apprehended danger - if apprehended danger it were, that gave rise to those takens of surprise and prepartion - was most to be
expected; and in the visages of all, an evident expression of anxiety and doubt was marked, in its least doubtful character. But in the face of no one
there, were there such signs of perturbation and dismay, as in that of the governor. He was a man of large and heavy build, a veteran of many a
bloody war, with limbs which, although deprived somewhat of agility and lightness by the unsparing hand of time, were cast in a mould of iron; his
features prominent, bold, and haughty, with a world of iron resolution in the firmly-compressed mouth and massive jaw, and a glance of
intolerable fire in the dark eye; and his bearing, such as became a cavalier to whom the camp and court had been alike familiar from his first
boyhood. But now his rich dress was in disarray; a leathern shoulder-belt with an immense two-handed sword attached to it, and a display of
cumbersome and ill - wrought pistols thrust hastily into a broad buff-girdle, as reportedly with a fair garb of courtly fashion; his long hair, once as
black as jet, but now discolored with full many a streak of wintry gray, hung in disordered masses over his broad brow, lank, and uncurled, and
graceless - and on his brow the perspiration stood in drops, like bubbles on the be some of...
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