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development that can simultaneously respond to the dual challenge of developing local economies and reducing poverty while limiting the negative
impact of growth on the region's natural capital, and forests in particular. They can define a new path toward forest-friendly growth. The question
is how to match economic change with smart measures and policy choices so that Congo Basin countries sustain and benefit from their
extraordinary natural assets over the long term - in other words how to 'leapfrog' the traditional dip in forest cover usually observed in the forest
transition curve. The report Deforestation Trends in the Congo Basin: Reconciling Economic Growth and Forest Protection is the output of a two-
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