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the men who stood shoulder to shoulder in long rows for miles on either bank, all washing the sand and clay into the little creek, whose waters were
turned to a yellow stream of mud. i It was in the afternoon that Bob and Harry arrived amidst this busy scene. They were bewildered. Neither had
ever done any manual labor, so that it was not to be wondered at that they should be appalled, when they saw the men working as if for dear life.
They were informed that they would have to report themselves at the government commissioners tent, and have their licenses inspected. A gold
digger had a great grievance to trouble him, and that was the monthly payment of the license fee. This tax had been imposed under the erroneous
impression that everybody who came upon the gold fields must of necessity earn a fortune. For a long time this mistake prevailed, because only the
most successful diggers were known to the government. All had to pay thirty shillings per month for the mere permission to dig. To those who were
fortunate this seemed but a trifle; but those who earned little or nothing tried every means in their power to evade payment, and many were the
tricks adopted in order to dodge the tax. Bob and Harry, after satisfying the commission, paid their fee and then...
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