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Night had fallen over Alaska-black, uncompromising night; a veil of impenetrable darkness had dropped upon the snow wastes and the ice-fields
and the fettered Yukon, sleeping under its ice-chains, and upon the cruel passes where the trails had been made by tracks of blood. Day by day, as
long as the light of day-God s glorious gift to man-had lasted, these trails across the passes, between the snowy peaks, the peaks themselves, had
been the theatre of hideous scenes of human cruelty, of human lust and greed, of human egoism.
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