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Department of Energy known as the Super 999, or Ultra Deep pro-gram. It supports cutting-edge technology through a collaborative effort between
DOE and industry into safe and environmentally re-sponsible offshore and onshore oil and gas development. This pro-gram has been a success. Its
contributions to deepwater drilling technologies are helping us recover energy supplies that we knew existed but were unable to access. This has
returned significant benefit to taxpayers in the form of domestic jobs and affordable en-ergy as well as increasing royalties to the fund that pays for
the program in the first place. And unfortunately and despite the pro-grams strong record of support in Congress, the Administration has
repeatedly - both Administrations, Republicans and Democrats, have repeatedly called for its termination and it has also zeroed out funding for oil
and gas R and D within the fossil energy program at DOE. | think this represents a clear misprioritization and | hope the Administration will
reconsider its position in light of the section 999 programs potential to advance safe and environmentally re-sponsible drilling. Unfortunately, the
Administration inexplicably backed out of this commitment to testify before our Committee at the last minute, so we wont get a chance to discuss
the position on section 999 today. | thank the witnesses who kept their commitments for appearing before us today, and | realize that you are very
busy, very valuable hours to spend and that you give up something to come before us because we rely on you to tell us what is best...
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