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Darkwood. Skinner, the facts of the case are simply these: The New Hampshire, Vermont, and Northern Railroad intend running a branch through
this village on to Dunn s Bridge. I have it on the best authority that they intend building a permanent station in this very town. They have been
surveying the lay of the land for some time past, and have at last arranged to run their tracks along this road. Their depot will be built on this very
spot. Skinner. What! on Zeke Fortune s place? Why, Zeke s in luck! They ll pay a big price for it now, won t they? Dark. Yes; inasmuch as this is the
most desirable location in the neighborhood for a station, it is likely that they will pay almost any price asked. Skin. What do you think, now, they d
offer for the place? Dark. The minimum sum would be fifty thousand dollars. Skin. Fifty thousand dollars! Fifty thousand dollars! Zeke s in luck! Zeke
s in luck! Ah, but he was born lucky - been lucky ever since I knew him. Every thing I touch goes wrong; everything he takes hold on gits along! Me n
him loved the same girl; of course she married him. Luck! luck! his cursed luck! Now he s in a fair way o makin fiLy thousand dollars! I never saw
half that much. Dark. But listen to me. It is in your power to make as much, and more. Skin. In my power to make fifty...
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