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became fluent in Latin. He published his first poem, The Battle of Lovell s Pond, in the Portland Gazette on November 17th, 1820. He was already
thinking of a career in literature and, in his senior year, wrote to his father: | will not disguise it in the least. the fact is, | most eagerly aspire after
future eminence in literature, my whole soul burns most ardently after it, and every earthly thought centers in it. After graduation travels in Europe
occupied the next three years and he seemed to easily absorb any language he set himself to learn. On September 14th, 1831, Longfellow married
Mary Storer Potter. They settled in Brunswick. His first published book was in 1833, a translation of poems by the Spanish poet Jorge Manrique. He
also published a travel book, Outre-Mer: A Pilgrimage Beyond the Sea. During a trip to Europe Mary became pregnant. Sadly, in October 1835, she
miscarried at some six months. After weeks of illness she died, at the age of 22 on November 29th, 1835. Longfellow wrote One thought occupies me
night and day. She is dead - She is dead! All day | am weary and sad. In late 1839, Longfellow published Hyperion, a book in prose inspired by his
trips abroad. Ballads and Other Poems was published in 1841 and included The Village Blacksmith and The Wreck of the Hesperus. His reputation as
a poet, and a commercial one at that, was set. On May 10th, 1843, after seven years in pursuit of...
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