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administrations in Washington have given right-wing dictatorships that committed terrorism especially during the cold war and war on terrorism. It
oBers a critique of this latter war, and the studys portrayal of the earlier war serves as necessary background for understanding and evaluating the
latter war. It rejects the narrow definition of terrorism insisted on by Washington that exempts terrorism committed by governments (state
terrorism) from the definition, and for political reasons restricts the term solely to the private terrorism committed by private individuals or non-
governmental organizations. Every one of the six truth commission reports used in the studyone each for El Salvador, Chile, Argentina, and South
Africa and two with remarkably similar conclusions for Guatemala-- found that the governments were responsible for the great preponderance of
terrorism and other acts of repression that occurred in their respective countries, much more so than the guerrillas. In El Salvador, Guatemala, and
Chile the governments were found to be guilty of over 90 percent of the acts of terrorism and other acts of repression. Sponsored by the United
Nations, successor governments to those that committed state terrorism, or the Catholic Archdiocese of Guatemala City, each of these reports is
based on thousands of interviews mostly with surviving victims or their families and friends. All of the truth commission reports charged that the
state terrorists committed unimaginable, unspeakable acts of cruelty and terrorism, what the truth commission for Argentina characterized as an
encyclopedia of horror. Advertised as a defense against communism and sometimes swayed by other motives-- racism in South Africa and
Guatemala and anti-Semitism in Argentina-- the basic motive for the state terrorists was discovered to be the preservation of the...
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