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**xxxx John Bunyan (1628-1688) was an English Christian writer and preacher, famous for writing Pilgrim s Progress. Though he was a Reformed
Baptist, in the Church of England he is remembered with a Lesser Festival on August 30, and on the liturgical calendar of the Episcopal Church (USA)
on August 29. Bunyan wrote The Pilgrim s Progress in two parts, the first of which was published in London in 1678 and the second in 1684. He began
the work in his first period of imprisonment, and probably finished it during the second. The earliest edition in which the two parts combined in one
volume came in 1728. A third part falsely attributed to Bunyan appeared in 1693, and was reprinted as late as 1852. Its full title is The Pilgrim s
Progress from This World to That Which Is to Come. The Pilgrim s Progress is arguably one of the most widely known allegories ever written, and
has been extensively translated. Protestant missionaries commonly translated it as the first thing after the Bible. At one time, The Pilgrim s Progress
was considered the most widely read and translated book in the English language apart from the Bible. The charm of the work, which gives it wide
appeal among old and young, learned and ignorant, readers of all possible schools of thought and theology, lies in the interest of a story in which
the intense imagination of the writer makes characters, incidents, and scenes alike live in the imagination of his readers as things actually known
and remembered by themselves, in its touches of tenderness and quaint humour, its bursts of heart-moving eloquence, and its pure, nervous,
idiomatic English.
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