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*xxxx Excerpt from A Brief Sketch of the Life of Francis Wharton He was also the editor of the first edition of Wharton s (Penna.) Digest, and of the six
volumes of Wharton s Reports. At the age of seventeen Francis Wharton was entered as a student at Yale College. In 1839 he was graduated; and he
then returned to Philadelphia, and became a student of law in his father s office. In 1843 he was admitted to the bar. While a student of law he wrote
constantly for the periodicals of the day, and contributed many articles to Hunt s Merchants Magazine. This literary habit clung to him after he had
entered upon the practice of his profession, though his success at the bar was rapid. He edited for a time the North American and United States
Gazette, and subsequently, while still engaged in the practice of the law, the Episcopal Recorder. He also participated in political affairs as a

strenuous supporter of the Democratic party, and when John K. Kane was Attorney-General of Pennsylvania was one of his assistants. It was in this
position that he was first led to write on the criminal law and to the composition of practical legal treatises. In 1854 there came a turning point in his
career. Two years previously he had married Miss Sydney Paul, daughter of Comegys Paul, of Philadelphia, and her death in September, 1854,

resulting in the breaking up of his home, seems to have quickened and confirmed the inclination he had long exhibited for charitable and religious
occupations. It is said that while a student of law he desired to become a clergyman, but was...
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