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faced persecution and forcible deportations to remote parts of the Soviet Union-in which up to 30 percent of the exiles perished. Thus, the Russians
planted the seeds of resentment and hatred toward them that persist to the present time. These tragic events lie at the heart of the grudges the
Chechens, the Ingush, the Circassians, and other North Caucasus nations feel against the Russians. Right aDer the fall of communism in Eastern
Europe and the breakup of the Soviet Union, these grudges came to the surface. Chechnya tried to break free from what the Chechens considered
occupation of their lands by the infidel Russians. Its attempt was suppressed in two wars so as to preserve the territorial integrity of the Russian
Federation.
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