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imagery of the Hebrew poets who sang about creation, is another cause; but since Mr. Silliman has ventured to say that there probably were a great
many deluges, the ice of that diJiculty has been cracked in our community. I see no reason why simple religious lessons, like those Mr. Waterston
gives in his Sunday-school, may not be given in the public schools. You will say, we must have Mr. Waterston to do it, (and that is true indeed, now, )
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was in listening to 111 instruction of this kind given to children older than myself, under the sanction of a mother s authority. They were lessons in
Astronomy and Chemistry, given before there were any elementary books upon such subjects; and they so kindled my imagination, when a very
young child, and gave me such a realizing sense of the presence of God around me, whom I had already known as a Heavenly Father, who took
care of me and of all men, by night as well as by day, that from that time I never lost the child s sense of nearness, or felt any of those fears of the
supernatural which haunt the imagination of uninstructed childhood. And yet I was in the habit of listening to the stories of an old crone who
believed in the witches of Salem, where she had always resided, as firmly as she...
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