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marshal Beresford. They were escorted by the two light battalions of the king s German legion, and two squadron of Portuguese cavalry. This escort
was attacked by three regiments from the garrisen, and some skirmishing took place, in which the Portuguese shewed great steadiness. It was said,
however, that lord Wellington had a very unrro escape, as at one time he was almost surrounded with the enemy s troops. The garrison of Alvas
(Portuguese) had, with great labour, constructed abridge pf boats across the Guadiana, und the siege of Badajos was about to cummracr, when,
unfortunately, on the night of the 23d, this bridge was carried away by a sudden rise of the river, in consequence of the heavy rains. Lord Wellington
therefore directed, that the operations of tiie siege should be delayed, until this bridge was re-established, but that, in the meantime, the city should
be closely blockaded. Having received information that Massena was again collecting his forces in the neighbourhood of Cidade Rodiigo, lord
Wellington proceeded to joiu the army jn the north, and arrived at Villa Ferinofa on the 29th of April. On the Sd of May, the whole of the enemy s
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