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**xxx Excerpt from Asphodel: A Novel And she was fair as it the rose in may. Oh, you glorious old Sol, how I love you! cried Daphne. It was a day on
which common mortals were almost fainting with the heat, puffing and blowing and complaining - a blazing midsummer day; and even here, in the
forest of Fontainebleau, where the mere idea of innumerable trees was suggestive of shadow and coolness, the heat was barely supportable a heavy
slumberous heat, loud with the hum of millions of insects, perfumed with the breath of a thousand pines. Daphne revelled in the fierce sunshine - she
threw back her crest of waving hair, bright as yellow gold, she smiled up at the cloudless blue, she looked unwinkingly even at Sol himself, the
mighty unquenchable king of the sky, glorious yonder in his highest heaven. She was lying at full length on a moss-grown block of stone at the top
of a hill, which was one of the highest points in the forest, a hill-top overlooking on one side a fair sweep of champagne country, fertile valleys,
church steeples, village roofs, vineyards and rose gardens, and winding streams; and on the other side, woodlands stretching away into infinite
distance, darkly purple. It was the choicest spot in a forest which, at its best, is a poor thing compared with the immemorial growth of an old English
wood. Here there are no such oaks and beeches as our Hampshire forest can show - no such lovely mystical glades - no such richness of
undergrowth. Everything seems of yesterday, save here and there a tree that looks as if ho had seen...
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