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NIAS Press. Paperback. Condition: new. BRAND NEW, Kinship and Food in South East Asia, Monica Janowski, Fiona G. Kerlogue, There has been a
growing acceptance that food has an important role in establishing and structuring social and kin relations in South East Asian societies. This study
looks at a wide variety of groups in the region and demonstrates that within all of them the feeding relationship is fundamental to the establishment
and the nature of relations within generations and between generations. Presenting material from ten societies in the region, the papers included in
this volume argue that the feeding of foods, drink and meals based on the focal starch crop grown by these agricultural groups - rice in eight of the
groups covered here, sago in one and cassava in one - is used to manipulate 'biological' kinship and to construct a 'kinship' particular to humans;
which is nevertheless founded in a 'natural' process, the 'flow of life', blessings and potency between generations. Since there is an increasing
interest in anthropology, history, geography, cultural studies and other disciplines in the importance of understanding the ways in which food is
used to express and to establish social relations, this book will be of interest to a wide range of scholars of South East Asia. It is also relevant to
South East Asian archaeology in relation to understanding the origins of agriculture within the area as well as to the current debate about the
relevance of 'biology' to what we mean by 'kin' ties.
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