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**xxx Excerpt from The British Journal of Surgery, Vol. 3: July 1915 to April 1916, Numbers 9 to 12 We enter to-day upon our third year. Twelve
months ago we gave an account of our success; of the welcome which had been so cordially extended to us by all our contemporaries; and of our
hopes and ambitions for the future. We had frankly confessed the chief fault, as it seemed to us, of British surgery: the rigid isolation of the
individual surgeon within a hospital community which itself was too often shut off from intercourse with other similar bodies practising the same
art, under the same conditions, within the same country. We indicated the signs which caused us to hope that this aloofness - only a manifestation,
perhaps, of our insular shyness - was beginning to break down, and that a real desire for free intellectual traffic was declaring itself here and there,
with results which promised much for the cause of surgery. It was evident also that a taste was quickly developing among us all for brief visits to our
Continental colleagues, for the purpose of seeing the work of the best surgical clinics, of studying the methods there practised, and of discovering
the raw material in the minds of those who fashioned from it the thoughts destined to guide our future progress. Just as the individual surgeon was
realizing that nothing but good can come from frequent intercourse with his colleagues, so we as a nation were learning that the thinkers or
workers in other lands had a message to give us, and a lesson which we might profitably learn. It has long been admitted that...
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