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***x* Excerpt from Alamance, or the Great and Final Experiment Once on a time it was my fortune to pass through that remote and unexplored part
of our country designated on the maps as the State of North Carolina. To my great surprise, | found that the inhabitants were neither Cannibals,
Salamanders, nor Fire-eaters, nor even Pagans, though there was among them a considerable sprinkling of Jews. Men and women generally
dressed after the European fashion, lived in houses with chimneys, and ate three times a-day, though at very unusual hours - breakfast, for instance,
was served up at seven in the morning, dinner at about one, post meridian, and supper at sundown - but, bating this barbarous custom, and the still
more barbarous habit of going to bed at ten o clock at night, | became satisfied that the better portion of the inhabitants might be considered as a
Christian, civilized people. That class of the natives who live naked in the woods, subsisting on acorns, raw snails, and wild onions, | did not see, nor
could I ascertain their exact locality. Those with whom | mingled were a plain, unfrizzled people, sadly addicted to sobriety and matrimony, and
greatly deficient in the art of lying, and other fashionable accomplishments and amusements. It was the fashion among the men to shave their
faces, and among the women to preserve the original forms bestowed on them by Nature; and | was credibly informed that there were many
idolatrous worshippers of those fabulous deities, Love and Friendship, whose temples still exist in considerable numbers. True, missionaries are
among them, doing all they can to eradicate the seeds of this...
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