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National Geographic Society, United States, 2011. Hardback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book. This lyrical adventure sweeps us
through time and across Europe and the Middle East, charting the lands and events of the period known as the Middle Ages. Artworks, maps, and
fine photography illuminate the key events of every century, beginning with the fall of the Roman Empire in A.D. 476 and moving forward to A.D.
1500 - the beginning of the age of discovery. Vibrant text from author John M. Thompson captures the drama and intrigue of the era, exploring
wars, migrations, occupations, and inventions. Three hundred illustrations - antique paintings, magnificent portraits, illuminated manuscripts, and
historical documents such as Magna Carta and the Domesday Book - lend rich immediacy. More than 60 maps, among them specially
commissioned illustrated presentations and a lavishly drawn crusader map from A.D. 1170, chart important routes and events including the spread
of Christianity and Islam. Twelve richly illustrated spreads chronicle the amusements, clothing, feasts, science, books, animals, and other aspects of
daily life in the Middle Ages. Voices of the medieval world come alive through quotations from literature, letters, and journals that have survived the
passage of time. Sidebars in every chapter examine important beliefs, arts and letters, architecture, and innovations. Biographical features
introduce fascinating women and men, revealing the stories behind famous names like King Arthur, whose legend is noted in medieval Welsh
literature. Joan of Arc, the teenage French peasant whose infamous trial is documented word for chilling word. Charlemagne, 8th-century ruler of
an empire that encompassed Western and Central Europe. Saladin, sultan of the Arab world and enemy of the crusaders, yet respected by them for
his high standards of chivalry. And his foe, Richard the Lionhearted, iconic king of England who spent most of his...
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