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University, language: English, abstract: The state as such is a historical construct rather than a natural phenomenon (Hall,1984, p.1) and in the case
of Europe, it is the result of various factors such as feudalism and wars over supremacy (Kennedy,1987, pp.31-72; Palmer&Colton, 2006, pp.49-98,121-
188). England, for instance, first came into existence as a territorial entity when the Vikings conquered and geographically unified it around 1000
A.D. Although England is the most enduring polity in recorded history (Wormald,2005, p.105), it was not a state back then. In the course of history,
England had been ruled by many different powers and itself ruled over others later, as it developed into one of the most influential European
countries. This paper investigates the process of state- and nation-building in England. It focuses on the question why and when England emerged
as a state as well as a nation. Moreover, the paper examines which one came first the English state or the English nation. However, it is necessary to
define the closely-related concepts of state and nation to understand the process of English state- and nation-building.It is necessary to recognize
that England s history is closely intertwined with the history of Great Britain and the UK. In 1707, England and Scotland formed the Kingdom of
Great Britain and today England is a non-devolved state within the constitutional monarchy of the United Kingdom. This paper partially deals with
the overlapping history of the UK and GB wherever they are significant for English state- and nation-building. Nevertheless, the main focus
remains...
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