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(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1900 Excerpt: . with perfect joint. Infected Wounds. Often we are called upon to treat
an injured knee which is swollen, painful, inflamed and even suppurating. Only heroic measures are of avail. Procrastination means disaster. A
thorough operation must be done, and drainage, absolutely free drainage, provided; and this when the skin, fascia or ligaments are involved. Even
when suppuration extends into the interior of the joint the case is not hopeless. Many of such cases recover with an almost perfect joint. If they do it
results from drainage, and not from local applications. Skin incisions an inch long are more dangerous than those a foot long if depended upon for
drainage. A joint filled with pus is doomed--as well as its possessor--unless most thoroughlv drained. Incisions--long ones extending through all the
tissues overlying the pus cavity--kept open, irrigation, curetting, cutting away soft infected granulations and necrosed tissue, repeated sufficiently
often, will usuallv save life, limb and trouble. We are now treating a case in which the patellar tendon was severed and the joint opened. The wound
extended entirely across the anterior part of the leg, and was infected, having been sutured the day before we saw it. Inflammation was well
established. The treatment consisted in immediate opening of the wound and a thorough cleaning of every part of it, drainage gauze was inserted
and wound dressed open. Upon each of the next three days the wound was irrigated and fresh drainage gauze packed in it. On the...
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