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*****.Excerpt from Before Dreams Disappear: Preventing Youth Violence: Hearing Before the Subcommittee on Children, Family, Drugs and
Alcoholism of the Committee on Labor and Human Resources United States Senate One Hundred Third Congress Second Session, on Examining
Certain Provisions Establishing Programs to Prevent Youth The subcommittee met, pursuant to notice, at 9:40 a.m., in Room 216, Hart Senate OGice
Building, Senator Christopher J. Dodd (chairman of the subcommittee) presiding. Present: Senators Kennedy, Metzenbaum, Dodd, Wellstone, and
Hatch. Opening Statement of Senator Dodd Senator Dodd. The committee will come to order. Let me welcome everyone here this morning to our
Subcommittee on Children, Family, Drugs and Alcoholism. Our hearing this morning is entitled, Before Dreams Disappear. I would like to welcome
everyone, especially our witnesses to this hearing. Today we are going to be talking about the stain of violence bleeding through the fabric of young
America and about what we can all do to stop it. I thank all of you for being here this morning and look forward to your testimony. Our message
today is double-edged. First, too many children are killing and being killed. Second, there is something that we can all do about it. This point is best
illustrated by the banner which is hanging here behind me this morning. This banner is a testament of failure and it is a testament of hope. On it, all
of you can see the names and ages of 140 children killed in my State of Connecticut in the last 5 years. Each of those names represents a lost life,
dashed dreams and indescribable loss to family and friends. These children cannot speak with us today, but...
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